
The Livingstone Museum is a definite place to visit for detailed information and insight on Zambian
history, culture, indigenous wildlife, local crafts and the story of David Livingstone. It takes one on a
journey through Zambia’s edifying history.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Livingstone Museum is the oldest and largest museum in Zambia. The collections date back to 1930,
when the Secretary of Native Affairs convinced the government of the importance of collecting the
material culture of the various ethnic groups. Consequently, the government set aside funds for the
purchase of cultural artefacts by district officers. These collections formed the foundation of the museum.

The museum first opened its doors to the public in 1934 in the old courthouse building (this building no
longer exists). In the same year it was extended into a memorial of David Livingstone, the famous
Missionary and Explorer and first white man to see the Victoria Falls and, hence, became known as the
‘David Livingstone Memorial Museum’. The Museum found its second home in 1937, in the former
United Services Club building. The current Museum structure was completed in 1950 and was officially

opened in 1951.

LOCATION- HOW TO GET THERE

The Livingstone Museum is located in the town centre of Livingstone along Mosi-oa-Tunya Road. You
can’t miss the cream-coloured, historic building with a clock tower.

WHAT TO SEE

The Livingstone Museum exhibitions range from pre-history, history, ethnography, natural history
collections and a special exhibition dedicated to David Livingstone.



Pre-history section. The collections of this section constitute the richest collection in the Museum, with
over 10,000 objects. Its exhibition gives great insight into Zambia's Prehistory. This gallery describes
the story of human evolution and cultural development in Zambia from Stone Age to Iron Age. The
exhibit also shows shifts in prehistoric technology and its application in food production and
preparation. Highlights include a Broken Hill Man skull and associated material, Stone and Iron Age
tools, pottery, copper work, early trade and agricultural items.

History section. It exhibits the history of Zambia from 1550. Themes include the colonisation history
and rule, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, African response to colonial rule and the struggle
for independence until it’s achievement in 1964. It ends with a display on some of the Zambian
governments since independence.

Pre-historical objects Life-size model village exhibit Zambia independence struggle

Ethnography section. It highlights how traditional life stands out from modern life. Included is a life
size village household, showcasing aspects of life in our present villages. A retail store bridges the
village and town scenes, outlining an impression of a town in Zambia today.

Natural history section. The gallery exhibits a variety of Zambian animals and plants shown in their
natural habitat, including insects, other invertebrates, frogs, reptiles, fish, birds, mammals and plants.
It emphasises the importance of conserving wildlife and biodiversity. Exhibits include the ant-eating
scaly pangolin, the scavenging hyena and deadly black mamba. One of the highlights is a display of
Zambia’s three types of Lechwe antelope, two of which are unique to Zambia
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David Livingstone gallery. The Gallery presents the story of Dr David Livingstone, Medical Doctor,
Missionary and Explorer. The main themes include Livingstone’s early life; his missionary work at
Kuruman; his early travels to Lake Ngami and the upper Zambezi River; and his Trans-African journey
during which he became the first white man to see the Falls. Known to the local people as Mosi-oa-
Tunya or Shuungu-na-mutitima, he named it ‘Victoria Falls’ after Queen Victoria of England.
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Craft shop. The museum has a craft shop where one can buy assorted crafts and souvenirs. The crafts
include a wide range of hand-crafted items from wooden sculptures, woven baskets, chitenge clothing
and handbags, decorative ornaments, animal toys and jewellery. The museum also has a courtyard
where people can relax and reflect after their tour around the place.

OPERATION HOURS

Monday – Sunday: 9:00hrs- 4:00hrs

Public Holidays: 9:00hrs- 4:00hrs

(Closed on Christmas and New Year’s Days)

ENTRY FEE

Local tourist: Adults K10 -Children: K5

International tourist: Adults US $5 -Children $3

 Complimentary tour guide available

Inside the Craft Shop Courtyard water fountain

CONTACT: +2602133324429

EMAIL: livingstonemuseum@gmail.com

WEBSITE: livingstonemuseum.org

FACEBOOK: The Livingstone Museum

WEBSITE: www.destinationlivingstone.org

EMAIL: destionationlivingstone2020@gmail.com
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